LIFE AW \\ORkS OF VAZHAKUWAM VASLDEVAN NAMBVDIRI

The common people have been integrated to a considerable
extent by the religious discourses, dramas and poems into which
they get attracted irrespective of sex, education, caste and the
like. They studied moral lessons from the stories of epics and
puranas. The great saints of India have played a very important
role in the propagation of puranic culture, moral and spiritual
education, traditional knowledge and Indian heritage among the
people of the various parts of the nation. The temples were
mainly the centres selected by these saints for attracting the people
through explanations, expressions, descriptions, recitations and
demonstrations based on topics, characters, stories and legends
palatable to the common man. Vazhakunnam too belongs to this
array of great saints. Gumvayur temple was the main centre that
he chose for the purpose, even though he had given lectures at
many other religious centres.

Vazhakunnam \s talks had a special characteristic in bringing
forth the concept of emotional unity in the hearts of the Indians.
He often quoted lines from the lives and situations of great men.
Thus Tagore and Vyasa found place in the hearts of his audience
in South India, when Ezhuttacchan and Puntanam were recognised
and respected by those in the North. By understanding more and
more of the great poets, scholars and ideas of other parts of the
nation, people at large could develop in them love and respect for
other parts of the country, and in this way gradually a feeling of
emotional unity and onenesswas created in them. Thus
Vazhakunnam's role in this field is highly commendable-